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    ASHWELLTHORPE AND FUNDENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting  
                                                   held Tuesday 20th May 2025  

at Thorpe Hall, Ashwellthorpe 
 

Present: J Ives (JI)  
C Eastwood (CE) 
C Wood (CW) 
R Morris (RM) 
R Burridge (RB) 
S Tyree (ST) 

              Mrs T Higlett (Clerk) 
              District Cllr B McClenning             
  

1)To appoint a Chair for the coming year. 
S Allen had stated he would be happy to continue for another year but was unable to attend the 
meeting.  Council unanimously agreed to the appointment, but would carry the appointment forward 
to the next meeting. 
 

2) To appoint a Vice Chair 
J Ives advised she would be happy to continue  
Proposed by C Eastwood – seconded by R Burridge – all in favour. 

 

3) Apologies for absence 
S Allen had sent his apologies – council accepted. 
 
4) Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary 
Interest. 
None. 
 
5)Public Open Forum including reports from County and District Councillors 
No public in attendance 

a) Report from District Councillor 
Report had been forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting. Appendix 1. 
Cllr McClenning advised that there were grants available.  CW asked if playgroups could apply 
which Cllr McClenning advised it would have to be a joint application with the parish council. 
Latest information on devolution would see no more district councillor elections.  Clerk asked 
why parish council were unsuccessful in their application for a grant towards recent 
maintenance of trees around community area of the pond.  Cllr McClenning felt it was 
possibly due to criteria not being met and that it is reviewed by a panel of representatives of 
South Norfolk Council.  Proposed clerk contacts South Norfolk and ask for the details of 
criteria for members ward grants. 

b) County Councillor not in attendance. 
 

6) To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th April 2025. 
On page 2 ST asked if the minutes could be amended to reflect that the funding although received 
from South Norfolk Council it was the parish council who organised the event.  
The minutes of today’s meeting (May 20th) will record the following. 
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That the minutes of the 15th April 2025 meeting be accepted as a true and correct record 

with the following amendment: 

Page 2 under ‘VE Day - Change ‘JI stated that on this occasion the event is being funded 

by South Norfolk and would not be appropriate to reference the parish council’. 

To 

 ‘Although funding had been received from a South Norfolk VE Day grant the parish 

council had organised the event’. 

Moved: S Tyree – Seconded: C Woods - Carried 

7) Matters arising from the Minutes 
a) VE Day. 

The event was well supported and a great success. The food donated by the community was 

more than expected. Thanks were passed onto those who contributed.  The bar which was 

organised by Thorpe Hall trustees ended the day in profit and was donated to the hall. VJ day 

will be the next event and JI will see if the church will be doing anything to celebrate. Council 

may erect bunting and dress the memorial to remember this day in which the Norfolk 

Regiment was heavily involved.  

b) Tree maintenance around pond. 

This has now been carried out by Broadland Tree Services.  Council was pleased with the work 

carried out by the contractor.  They also included within the work the removal of one dead 

tree close to the entrance from the footpath which runs alongside The Street. Tree 

maintenance is costly and ST asked members If they knew what trees are owned by the parish 

council so future arboricultural surveys can be included within the budget.  ST will investigate 

and report back at a future meeting. JI stated that she had spoken with Omache Gardens 

requesting that they do not cut the grass around the trees as this area has been planted with 

wildflowers.  

c) Dog Signage on footpaths 

The signs previously erected by the parish council have now been removed after complaints 

had been received regarding the wording.  Farmers have signage in place requesting people 

keep their dogs on the lead particularly in the areas near livestock. Concerns around the 

dangers to wildlife too.  Suggest passive signage but there is not a lot the parish council can 

do except erect signage.  Information has also been placed on the parish council website.   

 

8) Planning 

      a)  Planning applications 

           There were no planning applications to comment on.  
b)   To receive a report on plans accepted/refused by South Norfolk Council. 

1.  2025/0737 Location: Wellington House The Street Fundenhall. 

Proposal: Erection of outbuilding to store caravan, tractor and associated agricultural/garden        
implements Decision: Approval with Conditions (Delegated)  

 Date of decision: 9 May 2025. 

 

9) Finance 
a) To consider the Internal Auditors report for year ending 31st March 2025.  Forwarded to 

members prior to meeting. 
Council reviewed the recommendations. The adoption of a reserves policy.  This will be 
discussed under item 10 – Administration.   An annual play inspection should be carried out.  
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Clerk will contact South Norfolk Council who can arrange for a ROSPA contractor to carry this 
out.  The Clerk’s salary (including contract of employment, pay grade etc.) should be approved 
and reviewed by the Council on an annual basis.   

b) To consider whether to exempt from an external audit and if so to authorise the Clerk and 
Chairman to sign the form. 
Council unanimously agreed to exempt - proposed CW - seconded by BM 

c) To consider the assertions on,and complete the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 and to 
authorise the Chair and Clerk to sign. 
Council reviewed the assertions and the Chair and Clerk signed 

d) To consider and approve the Accounting Statements 2024/25 and to authorise the Chairman to 
sign. 
These were signed by the Chair.   
Clerk advised the Exercise of Public Rights had been set for 3rd June to the 14th July 2025. 

e) Councils current financial standing end of financial year 2024/25.   
Bank balance on the 31st March 2025 £7515.79 

f) Payments 
T Higlett – May Salary £298.55 
HMRC – £72.20 
Norfolk PTS – subscription £132.99 
Broadland Tree Services £2136.00 
Omache Gardens - £357.50 
Pearson Prints - £41.70 
T Higlett – Temp. Event Notice - £21.00 
Clear Councils Insurance - £615.81 
St Nicholas Church – Room hires £30.00 
R Goreham – Audit £65.00 
Music People – VE day £200.00 

g) Receipts 
South Norfolk – 1st half precept £6649.50 
 

10) Administrative Issues 

a) Policies 
l. Biodiversity policy and Councils Action Plan – Policy agreed.  JI commented that the action 

plan could be something which the horticultural society could look into.  Council will 
include the village pond and Ashwellthorpe woods in the plan.  Action plan will be a 
working document. 

ll. Reserve’s policy – This was agreed. Council will review when setting budget and precept 
for 2026-27. 
 

11) Consultations 
             a)     South Norfolk Public Spaces Protection Order (Dog Fouling & Dog Control) Renewal 

Consultation – council duly noted. 
             b)    The Norfolk & Suffolk Nature Recovery Partnership – Norfolk Nature Recovery 

Consultation - council duly noted. 
             c)   Broadland & South Norfolk Design Code - 3rd stage public & stakeholder engagement –   

council duly noted. 
 

12) Village – Maintenance and Highways. 
a) NCC Road Closure Traicie Road Fundenhall 20 - 21st May 2025 

b) Emergency Temporary Road Closure of Wymondham Road to facilitate manhole frame 

and cover repairs by Anglian Water 28th April – 2nd May 2025 
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Council stated that the road closure notices had come through late from the authorities as closure 
was already in place at the time of receipt. 
 
13)  Correspondence 

a) Cllr Rowett – LGR Engagement with Parish and Town Councils. 
b) Local Government Reorganisation in Norfolk. 

Norfolk PTS newsletters. 

Councillor Charlotte Woods tendered her resignation to the council.  Chair thanked Cllr Woods for her 
valuable support to the parish council and wished her success for the future. 
 
14)  Date of next meeting – 17th June 2025 at St Nicholas Church Fundenhall. 
 

Meeting closed at 21:00 

 


