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Progress report 

Pylons and panels 
On the Tasway Energy Park I submitted comments to go in with the County Council submission, 

mainly about cumulative impact and the lack of any strategic land use framework in this 

government’s crazy energy and planning policy. I also put in a contribution to the County 

Council’s response to the consultation on the changes to the East Pye proposals, especially 

objecting to the location of the NG substation right by Great Moulton and the increase in the size 

of it, and the potential damage to the roads and byways. The Council’s objections are manifold. I 

visited Station Road in Tivetshall with the officers and local parish council reps, to consider the 

bends where the company think they need to straighten the road because of their oversized 

vehicles. We are still trying to deal with companies that look at google maps and think “I’ll just 

put these panels in that empty space” with no conception of what the logistics are like where 

roads aren’t even wide enough for a hay wagon.  

Mayors and unitary councils 
The big news here—which came on the day the County Councils were trying to interview to 

appoint a new CEO for the Mayoral authority—was the announcement that we are not to have a 

metro mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk elected this year after all but rather it is to be delayed by 

two years. If they’d never suggested a ridiculous fast track process that would have been better. 

If the administration in Norfolk had said no to being on the priority programme that would have 

been sensible. Instead of that we have chaos. For sure there are advantages to some delay, and 

the new timetable will fit better with the timetable for the new local councils to be ready, but the 

revised schedule needed to be announced months ago! 

Meanwhile, reorganising the local councils is (so far) going ahead to the old timetable. We are 

expecting county council elections this coming May (2026), and then elections to a new shadow 

authority for this area in 2027 and then handover from the existing councils to the new authority 

in 2028. A consultation is now open for residents to put their views in to the government 

regarding the rival proposals for how to divide Norfolk up into one, two or three unitary councils. 

Find the consultation here: Proposals for local government reorganisation in Norfolk and Suffolk - 

GOV.UK. 

I attended a briefing on the complex issue of how to manage the transition of powers from 

County Council to mayoral authority, and from existing councils to the new unitary councils. It’s a 

costly nightmare, though the costs are the least of the problems! It must be very problematic for 

the council staff, who won’t know whether they have a job in the new set up they are designing, 

or where that job might be.  

Highways and paths 
I’ve now heard from the area manager for highways responding to my concerns about the 

failures with respect to the promised resurfacing on the B1077 (Shelfanger to Winfarthing) and 

suggesting that we may get a resurfacing in next year’s budget. However it remains unclear why 

there has not been a penalty and refund on the work that was incorrectly done. I need to chase 

up on this. 

I’ve been supporting several parishes with parish partnership applications for road safety 

schemes but have now run out of this year’s local member fund money. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-norfolk-and-suffolk/proposals-for-local-government-reorganisation-in-norfolk-and-suffolk
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Community Fund 
I’m pleased to report that awards from my fund have now been made to Burston for an insect 

hotel and to Gissing for gardening tools for the church yard gardening group. Several projects 

are still open for receiving donations: find your village project here: Crowdfund Norfolk | 

Crowdfunder.co.uk Currently open for donations are: biodiversity projects in Tivetshall, and 

catering equipment for community meals at Gt Moulton and Aslacton, but I don’t yet see the 

applications I’m supporting for printing costs for the parish newsletter in Aslacton and a shelter 

for the children’s play area at the community nursery in Gissing. 

You can see the schemes that are being supported across Norfolk here: Crowdfund Norfolk | 

Crowdfunder.co.uk  It’s a heartwarming site and I recommend looking at it if you want to 

rediscover hope, and get a sense of how wonderful Norfolk is and what joy is created by people 

who actually do something active and engage in community building in their community, and 

don’t listen to the messages of hatred and fear that tear us apart at Christmas. 

I’m pleased to say that the proposal for bus shelter improvements in Carleton Rode will be 

funded from the Bus Service Improvement Plan funds, providing we can find the parish 

contribution funds (20% of the cost) from somewhere else. I’m concerned about the deadline for 

this, however.  

Updates from County Council and the Health Board 

Think Pharmacy first over the festive period 
People in Norfolk and Waveney are being encouraged to order their repeat prescription 

medications now and think ‘Pharmacy First’ this festive period if they need health help or advice. 

Pharmacists can offer advice on a range of illnesses, such as coughs, colds, sore throats, ear 

infections and aches and pains. Many pharmacies also offer the Pharmacy First service where 

they can provide prescription medicine for some common conditions, without you needing to see a 

GP or make an appointment. A list of pharmacies open during the bank holidays is available on 

the Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care System website here. 

Avian flu  
All of Great Britain is now in an avian influenza prevention zone (AIPZ). This means all bird-

keepers in Great Britain (including pet birds and small backyard flocks) are required to take 

biosecurity precautions. See links here. Report breaches at trading.standards@norfolk.gov.uk . 

Which roads will be gritted on cold nights? 
People can check which roads are on the council's gritting routes for this season using the map at 

www.norfolk.gov.uk/gritting. Use this to plan your safest route if you need to go somewhere. 

National Information 

National Youth Strategy launched 
The government is publishing a National Youth Strategy, setting out an ambitious plan to rebuild 

youth services over the next decade. It sets out how the government will work with partners to 

respond to young peoples’ priorities. It has been co-produced with more than 14,000 young 

people aged 10 to 21 (and those with SEND up to age 25) across England. 

Contact me  
Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk. See also my Facebook page here. 
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