
Councillor report 1st April 2025, from Catherine Rowett   01/04/2025 

Progress report 
The ups are generally matched by the downs. The petition about safety  on Upgate Street in 

Carleton Rode received the usual “we only care about making cars go fast” response from the 

head officer in highways. I’ve sent back a very angry response. I am also very angry about the 

appalling meeting I had with National Grid where I supposed they would want to listen to my 

concerns about their change of route in Bunwell, but no. 

I am extremely angry about the recent applications for additional energy infrastructure in Great 

Moulton parish and Dickleburgh parish. In neither case did they think to consult the County 

Councillor or even let me know that there is anything on the cards, so I’ve only picked up info via 

others. The companies promoting them are lazy and ill-informed. They’ve never been to see the 

place. The ones in Dickleburgh seem not to know which county it’s in (hence their inability to find 

the county councillor?); the ones in Great Moulton didn’t know which power line they were 

scheduled to connect to, nor where their grid connection was, nor how the land sloped, nor what 

homes or businesses were nearby. The rudeness and carelessness of these applications and their 

ignorance of local conditions and of the nature of Norfolk roads beggars belief. There appears 

to be no intervention from the government to preclude duplication or multiple applications for 

mutually incompatible projects. It’s incoherent as an energy strategy. We need a strategy first, 

and then a call for applications in the appropriate places. Instead of that we have a chaotic 

gold rush that is creating local hostility against even the more suitable energy schemes. No one 

could have chosen a worse way to deliver an energy revolution. 

I’ve been working with Dickleburgh and Rushall on questions about their buses to Pulham. I’ve now 

seen the report on the delegated decision for what the latest round of spending for buses will 

include and it looks all pretty sensible, but lacks detail. I’ve asked for the Infrastructure and 

Development committee to get to look in detail at these schemes.  

I’m working on some questions about the location and accessibility of footpaths in Winfarthing, 

for which we shall be holding a meeting with landowners affected, in late April. 

Devolution and local government reorganisation 
A consultation has been launched by the government regarding the idea of having an elected 

mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk (which is called “Devolution”), so please do add your thoughts to 

that. You can find it here: Norfolk and Suffolk devolution - GOV.UK. 

Note, this consultation is only about the Mayoral authority.  

Separate from that but not unconnected is the proposed change to local councils to eliminate the 

current two tier system. A number of options have been presented to the government with 

different councils favouring different solutions (for one, two or three unitary authorities in 

Norfolk). Other options that are not apparently on the table that might have made more sense 

include putting Lowestoft in with Great Yarmouth, putting Beccles and Bungay into the same 

council as Norfolk, along with the relevant bits of the Norfolk and Waveney Health Board area, 

or dividing Norfolk north south, or coastal and inland, instead of East West. But these, it seems, 

are not up for debate. I believe a letter has gone out to Parish Councils and that there will be 

some consultation at some point. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/norfolk-and-suffolk-devolution


Info from County Council 

New enhanced Norwich Park & Ride services from 30th March 
From Sunday 30 March, the new services at Park and Ride sites will include: Earlier morning and 

later evening services, increased frequency at most sites, Sunday services at all sites. Full details 

of the services including timetables and ticket prices are available here. 

Norfolk Rural Business Awards – nominations open 
Farmers, food and drink producers, tourism attractions and others that champion our county are 

eligible for the Norfolk Rural Business Awards. The closing date for applications is Monday 21 

April. The final shortlist will be announced in May and the winners will be announced at the Royal 

Norfolk Show in June. Further details are available here. 

Bird flu 
A new case has been reported in the Wymondham area after a bit of a respite. 

Info from Central Government 

Government consultation on plans for North Sea clean energy 
The Government’s consultation on Building the North Sea’s Energy Future is open until 30 April 

2025. Please have your say. 

Planning and Infrastructure Bill  
The Planning and Infrastructure Bill is supposed to accelerate delivery of infrastructure and 

housing and to get what they call “clean energy infrastructure” built ASAP. You can find 

factsheets on this topic here.  

Govt proposes that people living within 500m of new pylons will get money off their electricity 

bills up to £2,500 over 10 years. New community funds guidance recommends that communities 

could get £200,000 for community projects per km of overhead electricity cable, and £530,000 

per substation. I’m unimpressed with this bribery approach, and with the government’s cavalier 

attitude to nature and local communities. I see an attempt to take away rights that are there to 

protect the voiceless. I’ve been working with the MP for Waveney Valley to get the voiceless a 

voice in Westminster. I am also meeting Ben Goldsborough MP about this later this month. 

Transformation Fund for reform of public services.  
In her spring statement the Chancellor announced a £3.25 billion Transformation Fund for 

reforming public services, investing in digital technology and AI, and transforming frontline 

delivery “to release savings for taxpayers over the long-term”.  

The money is to  

• reform children’s social care through an additional £25 million for fostering. 

• £8 million for new technology to manage offenders in the community. 

• £42 million funding for testing and deploying AI applications to reduce bureaucracy. 

• £150 million for government employee exit schemes to support a leaner Civil Service, 

 

Contact me  
Catherine.rowett.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk. See also my Facebook page here. 

Catherine Rowett 

1st April 2025 

https://www.travelnorfolk.co.uk/park-and-ride/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/66964/Nominations-sought-for-county-ambassadors-as-Norfolk-Rural-Business-Awards-return
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/building-the-north-seas-energy-future
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3946
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100095138285501

