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ASHWELLTHORPE AND FUNDENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held Tuesday 18th November 2025 7:30pm                                                              
at Thorpe Hall, Ashwellthorpe 

 
 

Present: S Allen (Chair)  
J Ives (JI)  
S Tyree (ST) 
R Morris (RM) 
D Burridge (DB) 

              District Cllr B McClenning  
 County Cllr Rowett 
              T Higlett Clerk 
                     

1) To consider apologies for absence 
     C Eastwood – holiday – Council accepted apologies 

 

2)  Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a 
Pecuniary Interest. 
None 
 
3)  Public Open Forum 

a) No public in attendance 
b) Report from District Councillor available on parish council website 
c) Report from County Councillor available on parish council website 

Cllr Rowett advised members that the Norfolk County Council Budget Consultation is now live 
and closes on the 15th December.  Cllr Rowett has already submitted her responses to the 
Tasway Solar Park, East Pye and the Norwich to Tilbury consultations. These will be included 
within the NCC submission. 
 
JI asked Cllr Rowett if there was any chance the village could have a bus route to 
Wymondham or even Mulbarton using the Bus Service Improvement Plan funds.  Cllr Rowett 
will look into this and advise council in due course 
 

4)  To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st October 2025. 
      These were approved.   
 
5)  To receive a report on matters arising from previous Minutes. 

Update on Trustees for Thorpe Hall 
      No information was available.   
      JI advised she had been informed by the operators of Bramble Bears that the village hall kitchen is      

in a poor state.  It was suggested they speak to the Trustees of Thorpe Hall as the village hall 
comes under their remit. 

 
6) Planning 
       a)  Application Decisions. 

2025/2325. App Type: Advertisement. Location: Former Post Office Stores 94 The Street 
Ashwellthorpe. Proposal: Installation of Illuminated fascia sign. Decision: Approval with 
Conditions (Delegated). Date of decision: 30 October 2025. 
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Signage is not affecting the highway; however, it was noted that signage is illuminated at 
night-time but not during the day.  Suggested speaking to the owner to see if they are 
aware that signage is illuminated and propose adjusting to 22:00 only 

b) To consider registering as an Interested Party and making a Relevant Representation to 
National Grid’s Norwich to Tilbury Development Consent Order – application reference: 
EN020027. 
Members agreed to become an Interested party.   

c) Highways 
Traffic calming measures in the village 
ST had arranged a meeting with the NCC highways Engineer and Cllr Rowett to discuss 
ways to address the excessive speed vehicles are doing particularly on The Street and 
New Road.   It was proposed that two road narrowing chicanes could be installed on both 
roads, with locations to be decided at a later date.  The other option was to install 
additional signage and road markings.  The council has the opportunity to apply for a 50% 
grant from the NCC Parish Partnership Scheme Initiative for Local Highways 
Improvements, closing date is 1st December.  ST felt council had purchased safety 
measures in the past that hadn’t really addressed the issue.  Members discussed the 
costs included in the document produced by ST which was circulated to members. 
£20,750 for the full two-chicane scheme; 
£10,375 for a single chicane; 
£5,000–£7,500 for signage or a phased scheme. 
Members were in favour of a single chicane in 2026 and further chicanes if funding 
became available on New Road and an additional on the Street. 

 

7) Finance 
a) To note councils current financial standing. 

Community account balance £11,276.60 
b) Payments. 

           T Higlett – November Salary £313.70 
           HMRC – period 8 £75.80 
           Omache Gardens - £357.50 

TT Jones Electrical £420.00 
These were all agreed 

c) To consider projects for 2026/27 and precept 
ST proposed council should include the highways safety as a priority over earmarking reserves 
for asset replacement.  RM questioned whether council should ask residents for their thoughts 
on the proposed improvements to alleviate the speeding of vehicles.  The increase in precept 
would be considerable especially in allowing for other increases on 2025/26 budget.  Members 
agreed the chicane would be the preferred option but to purchase one each year.  
SA proposed and ST seconded all unanimously agreed. 
It was also proposed that council should perhaps look to fundraising to assist with costs. 
Clerk advised she would forward the relevant grant application form for completion by ST. 
 
Clerk gave an overview on the draft budget for 2026/27.  If clerk’s wages go over the threshold 
for zero NI, then as an employer the council could for the first time have to pay NI.   Clerk also 
suggested council produce a half yearly newsletter. Additional budget headings for 2026/27 
included Gov.uk email accounts, pond clearance, tree surveys and planting around the village. 
The council if approve the draft budget would see an increase of £4992.50 on 2025/26.  Council 
this year have had unexpected costs such as tree maintenance which has seen them left with 
low reserves.  Members spoke of their concerns around the increase in precept for 2026/27 
and the planned highways improvements. 
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Asset maintenance and future replacement have been included within council reserves.   
 
Budget will be finalised at the December meeting prior to setting the precept. 

 
8) Administration 

a) Policies 
I. IT Policy.   

This was approved to comply with Assertion 10 Digital and Data Compliance. From 2025–
26 onwards, councils must confirm they have taken proper steps to ensure digital and data 
compliance.  Clerk suggested members look to attend training on Assertion 10. 

b) To note clerks’ resignation. 
Clerk had formally presented her notice of resignation in October and last day of employment 
will be the 15th January 2026.  An advertisement for a new clerk has been placed on the Norfolk 
PTS website.  Clerk will also place advertisement on village noticeboards. 

 
9)  Asset Management  

a) South Norfolk Play area ROSPA inspection            
Council had received the report, which identified the goal posts had not been properly secured.  
These had been purchased by the Thorpe Hall Management Committee and were nothing to do 
with the parish council.  The adult play equipment requires appropriate signage displayed.  
Supplier should be able to supply these. 

b) Pond maintenance.   
Chair advised he has spoken to Will Hodgson and arranged a meeting on the 28th November.  JI 
said she would attend the meeting.  He will also be carrying out the last grass cut of the season.  
Chair advised he has spoken to another contractor for a quote.  

c) War Memorial maintenance 
            A crack had been identified in the plinth.  JI advised the memorial last had a professional clean   

25 years ago. Clerk advised last time a company in Diss was asked to inspect the memorial. 

 
Chair asked for the inclusion of grants of £250 for both Ashwellthorpe and Fundenhall church to be 
included on the next agenda. 

 

10) Date of next meeting- 16th December 2025 at Thorpe Hall 

 

Meeting closed at 21:10 

 

 


