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District Councillors’ Report Ashwellthorpe & Fundenhall 16th December 2025 
 

Member Ward Grants 

Member Ward Grants for 2025/26 are now available. Requests for support with small projects (typically up to £1,000 

per project) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors.  

 

Christmas Parking Help 

South Norfolk Council is an extra hour of free parking on Saturday 13th and 20th December. Shoppers in 

Wymondham, Diss, and Loddon can park for 2 hours without charge (usually 1 hour) in Council car parks. Simply 

display a Free or Pay & Display ticket on your dashboard – while the extra hour won’t appear on the, the Council’s 

parking team will automatically apply it. This offer applies only to Free or Pay & Display tickets and does not include 

RingGo or Check In Check Out options. From 1st December, parking will be free after 4pm Monday to Friday. 

 

Food Waste Collection 

Food waste collection will be introduced across South Norfolk during 2026. The proposed service date for 

Ashwellthorpe & Fundenhall will be announced soon, with all households being included by the end of September 

2026. Recycling will help cut down on waste and transform leftovers into energy and fertiliser.  Further details and 

food waste containers will be available nearer the start date. 

Details will be available in the new South Norfolk Bin Collection App, which now includes helpful information on 

which items can be recycled. The app is available the Google and Apple app stores and through the following link: 

https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/rubbish-recycling/bin-collections-and-app/south-norfolk-bin-

collection-app 

 

Devolution Timetable 

The Government has recently indicated that the proposed Mayoral election for Norfolk and Suffolk will not be held 

in May 2026 as previously planned. The formal announcement states “In order to make sure strong foundations are 

in place ahead of devolution, Ministers have today confirmed they are considering holding inaugural mayoral 

elections in these areas in May 2028, with areas completing the reorganisation process before Mayors take office.” 

So, the election may be in 2028 but then again it may not. 

 

Local Government Reform 

The three different proposals for local government reform In Norfolk have all been accepted by the Government. 

The Government is now asking for views from Norfolk residents, businesses and community organisation. The 

consultation is open until 11 January 2026. The survey can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-government-reorganisation-in-norfolk-and-suffolk/proposals-

for-local-government-reorganisation-in-norfolk-and-suffolk 

 

South Norfolk Council considers its own proposal for 2 Unitary Authorities comes closest to meeting all of the 

Government’ objective's for LGR. 

 

The consultation is non-binding. The Government is expected to announce its conclusion in March 2026 with the 

enabling legislation laid before Parliament in the Spring next year, with elections to the new shadow Council(s) in 

May 2027. 
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South Norfolk Planning Consultations 

The consultations on the GNLP Green Infrastructure SPD and the GNLP Sustainable Communities SPD close on 13th 

December. 

https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/planning/future-development/supplementary-planning-

documents/joint-supplementary-planning-documents-for-broadland-and-south-norfolk-councils 

 

Neighbour Planning Grants 

The council has established a Transitional Neighbourhood Plan Fund to support the development of Neighbourhood 

Plans in the district. The fund is intended to compensate for the withdrawal of national funding for Neighbourhood 

Planning, and is available to parish and town councils that still need additional funding to meet their project costs. In 

aggregate up to £16,000 is potentially available towards the development of a Neighbourhood Plan. Email: 

neighbourhoodplans@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 

 

SNC Consultation on Sex Establishment Licensing Policy 

There are no licensed sex premises in South Norfolk at present. This piece of policy development is intended to give 

the Council greater influence and control should any applications be forthcoming. The consultation closes on 25th 

February 2026. 

 

Tasway Solar Farm 

The Tasway Phase One Consultation has closed.  A large 700 MW solar farm with BESS is proposed on land running 

from Ashwellthorpe to Wacton, possibly connecting to the National Grid at Norwich Main. The preliminary timetable 

suggests construction could start in 2030. Further information can be found on: https://taswayenergypark.co.uk/ 

 

East Pye Solar Farm 

The targeted consultation closed on 26th November. The developer has announced that it plans to submit its 

application to the Planning Inspectorate in February 2026. The Inspectorate has 28 days to decide on whether to 

accept the application.  

 

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update 

The National Grid’s Development Consent Order is now in its pre-examination phase. The date for registration with 

the Planning Inspectorate as an interested party has passed. The next stage is for the Inspectorate to announce the 

dates of the examination. 

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020027 

 

PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals and are fundraising. For further 

information visit: https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions. 

 

 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber 
 

 Councillor Contact Details  

Cllr. Jim Webber   jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07394 323215 

Cllr. Ian Spratt  ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07554 668337 

Cllr. Bob McClenning bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07769 030926 
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