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District Councillors’ Report, Ashwellthorpe & Fundenhall Parish Council 21st October 2025 
 

 

Member Ward Grants 

Member Ward Grants for 2025/26 are still available. Requests for support with small projects (typically up 

to £1,000 per project) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors.  

 

Devolution & Local Government Reform 

Proposals from all local authorities have now been submitted to Westminster.  

A "Structural Change Order" is due to be submitted in the Spring of 2026 as part of the process of shifting 

powers and funding to the new local government structure.  

The overall timetable is as follows:  

May 2026: Mayoral elections for Mayor of Norfolk & Suffolk. 

May 2026: County Council elections (Postponed from May 2025). 

May 2027: Shadow authority elections scheduled. 

May 2027: Proposed District Council elections to be postponed. 

Suffolk and Norfolk County Councils are starting to work together to form the new County Combined 

Authority (CCA) which is expected to come into existence after the passing of the necessary legislation in 

2026.  The new authority will be known as a Mayoral County Combined Authority following the election of 

a mayor in May 2026. Elections for the Mayor are expected to be on a first past the post basis. The 

legislation re-introducing Supplementary Voting for mayors is not expected to be passed in time for the 

May 2026 elections. 

Biodiversity proposals 

South Norfolk Council's Biodiversity Strategy, a five-year plan for 2025-2030, is  
expected to be approved at the next full council meeting on 27th October 25. The strategy, which is also 
part of the broader Climate, Environment, and Biodiversity Delivery Plan, will outline a public commitment 
to protect and enhance local wildlife and habitats. Upon approval, the council will publish the detailed 
strategy on line.  
 

Tasway Solar Farm 

Tasway has announced that its first public consultation will run from 21st October until 5th December. No 

new information is available at present, but the initial notification suggested an extensive solar farm of 

approximately 3,600acres, running from Ashwellthorpe to Wacton. Four public meetings have been 

announced and also two online webinars on 29th October and 6th November from 5.30pm to 8pm. 

 

Planned public meetings are as follows: 

Ashwellthorpe Thorpe Hall Friday, 24th October Midday – 8pm 

Forncett St Mary Village Hall Saturday, 25th October 11am – 5pm 

Bunwell Village Hall Friday, 14th November Midday – 8pm 

Tacolneston Village Hall Saturday, 15th November 11am – 5pm 

 

Further information can be found on: https://taswayenergypark.co.uk/  

 

https://taswayenergypark.co.uk/
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East Pye Solar Farm  

The second phase of public consultation ended in August 2025. South Norfolk Council responded with a 

strong objection, highlighting the cumulative impact of East Pye and other Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Projects (including Tasway) and the lack of adequate consideration of these on the district. 

The Council also highlighted the inadequate communication and consultation.and the developer. Island 

Green Power, is reviewing feedback to finalize proposals. An application for development consent is 

expected to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate soon. Public and local opposition has been a 

significant factor, with protests and concerns from residents about compulsory purchase and the negative 

impact on the local landscape. 

 

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update 

The Norwich to Tilbury project is currently in the pre-examination phase, having had its application 
accepted by the Planning Inspectorate in September 2025. This means the project will now undergo an 
independent six-month examination. Individuals interested in participating in this process can register with 
the Planning Inspectorate by November 27, 2025, to have their say.  
PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals and are fundraising. For further 
information visit: https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions 
 

A47 Thickthorn Junction Upgrade 

Work in underway on the £200m project to improve the A47/A11 Thickthorn Junction, with major 
construction expected to continue until 2028/2029. The scheme involves creating new free-flowing 
connections between the A47 and A11, widening lanes on the existing roundabout, and building a new link 
road between Cantley Lane South and B1172 Norwich Road. A new footbridge for cyclists, walkers, and 
horse riders will also be constructed over the A47. Local residents have expressed concern due to 
redirected traffic creating ‘rat runs’ through many nearby villages. Drivers can expect phased overnight 
closures, occasional full weekend closures, and temporary speed restrictions (30mph and 40mph) on 
sections of the A11 and A47 during construction. Further information can be found:  

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/east/a47-thickthorn-junction-near-norwich/ 
 

 

 
 

Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber 
 

 
  

 Councillor Contact Details  

Cllr. Jim Webber   jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07394 323215 

Cllr. Ian Spratt  ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07554 668337 

Cllr. Bob McClenning bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07769 030926 
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