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ASHWELLTHORPE AND FUNDENHALL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council meeting
held Tuesday 15™ July 2025
at St Nicholas Church, Fundenhall.

Present: S Allen (SA) J lves (J1), C Eastwood (CE), R Burridge (RB),S Tyree (ST)
Mrs T Higlett (Clerk)

District Cllr B McClenning

County ClIr C Rowett

1) To formally appoint a Chair for the coming year.
S Allen was appointed and signed the acceptance of office.

2) To Co -opt onto parish council
Resident of Fundenhall has shown interest but currently does not meet the criteria to join.

3) Apologies for absence
R Morris had sent her apologies due to illness - council accepted.

4) Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary
Interest.
R Burridge agenda item 11 Tasway Energy Scheme.

5)Public Open Forum including reports from County and District Councillors
Public in attendance to hear comments on Tasway Energy Scheme.

e Cllr McClenning asked if he could address the public regarding this latest large solar scheme,
which will impact on both villages on the southern edge of the ward. The map of the
proposed site shows the scheme running from Ashwellthorpe to Wacton. The Tasway Energy
Park would generate 700mw of electricity, 40% more than the neighbouring proposed East
Pye solar farm. Solar farms with a generating capacity above 50 megawatts are considered
‘nationally significant infrastructure projects’ (NSIPs) and require development consent from
the Secretary of State. There are concerns that South Norfolk is being ‘disproportionally
targeted’ for several large schemes. There are concerns among both county and district of
the amount of energy schemes coming up in front of councils.

The Tasway scheme is in early stages and there will be areas to take into consideration. Ben
Goldsborough MP will be holding a meeting In Ashwellthorpe on the 23 July to discuss
further and has publicly stated 1 am firmly against the proposed Tasway Energy Park solar
farm’. Members of the public were encouraged to attend the meeting.

Public also asked about the planned new town in South Norfolk which would see 10,000
homes built. Concerns around the infrastructure, notably the Norfolk & Norwich University
hospital and how it struggles now with the number of patients it has and some people are
having to go out of county for treatment. It was felt that the infrastructure should be in place
before the homes are built.

Full District Councillors report can be found on the website.

Clir Rowett added to the discussion on Tasway Energy farm stating that bio diversity is
affected by solar farms. The Tas valley is a precious greenfield, but we cannot stop farmers
selling their land. Clir Rowett is working hard to ensure proper assessment of the
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environmental impacts, consultation with local residents. The battery storage site planned for
Rushall has been paused and residents are not convinced this has gone away.

There is a new community fund and Clir Rowett can offer grants between £200 and £2,500 to
support projects which promote social inclusion, volunteering, and community engagement.
Full County Councillors report can be found on the website.

Clir Ives passed on her apologies but due to feeling unwell she requested leave of the meeting.

6) Approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15™ April and 20" May 2025
Minutes were approved.

7) Matters arising from the Minutes
a) Dog Signage on footpaths
As reported at the May meeting the signage produced by the parish council has been
removed. Chairman suggested farmers install signage to alleviate attacks on the wildlife.
Clerk advised public that should they see any attacks on wildlife that they should report this
to the police. Dogs not under control could be committing offences. Cllr Burridge has
contacted NCC and is waiting to hear from the Footpath Warden regarding signage.

8) Planning
a) To receive a report on plans accepted/refused by South Norfolk Council.
2025/0955 Location: 1 Greenwood Close Ashwellthorpe. Proposal: Two storey side extension,
catslide roofs over existing flat roof dormers, new stove flue, cladding to walls, and new duo-
pitched roof over garage. Decision: Approval with Conditions (Delegated).
Date of decision 18 June 2025.

9) Finance

a) Councils current financial standing.
Clerk presented to members 1% quarter accounts for period April — June 2025.

b) Payments
T Higlett — July Salary £298.55
HMRC — period 4 £72.20
Omache Gardens - £357.50
J Ives Plants & VE day expenses- £110.44
T Higlett — printer cartridge £29.89

c) To note payments made between meetings
Omache Gardens £357.50
Community Heartbeat Trust — Defib battery £256.80
T Higlett —June salary £298.55
HMRC tax due for period 3 £72.20

d) Receipts
J Dring £1400.00 Land rent

e) Community Infrastructure Levy Income and expenditure report 2024-25.
Council received in April 2024 £1448.10 for planning application 2017/1240. There was no
spend in 2024/25. Council balance at 31 March 2025 was £1448.10.

f)  Npower —direct debit. Clerk advised she had spoken with supplier as the parish council have
not received an invoice this quarter. They have administration issues but this should be
rectified in the coming weeks.

10) Administrative Issues
a) Policy Review
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Internal Control Policy — this was agreed.

General Risk Assessment — ClIr Tyree was not in favour of the format of this policy and felt it
did not cover the risks posed by the council. Clerk advised that this document had been
produced and adopted by the council in 2023 and that it was now due for review. Clerk
advised she would produce another in a different format to enable the Parish Council to
assess the risks that it faces and satisfy itself that it has taken adequate steps to minimise
them. General Risk assessment was no approved.

Parish Council website linked to new gov.uk domain

Clerk advised that Parish on Line have now connected our domain to the council’s website.

11) Tasway Energy Scheme
Discussion carried in public forum. Council has not formally received any notification on the plan.

12) Village — Maintenance and Highways

a)

NCC Parish Partnership Scheme for Local Highways Improvements 2026/27.

Council discussed ways of slowing traffic down on The Street and in particular near the old
village hall. Clir Tyree has contacted the Highways engineer regarding a face-to-face meeting to
discuss ways council could implement safety measures, using the scheme. Despite multiple
emails no response had been received. Cllr Rowett offered to seek to gain engagement.
Overgrown trees and hedging obscuring the road and footpaths.

There are areas in the village where vegetation is encroaching on the road and in some cases
making it difficult to see around bends in the road. Majority is on private land and council
proposed sending a letter to residents reminding them of their responsibility. If the authorities
become involved, they will cut back and pass costs onto owners.

Email from resident regarding wildflowers around the pond. — Council noted. ClIr lves had
previously stated she would speak to contractor about the cutting of wildflower areas near
pond. Council stated they did not want to make a problem for cutting it later.

Defibrillator battery replaced at the Village Hall, The Street. The Circuit have been advised
defibrillator is now ready.

13) Correspondence

a)

g)

NCC Further Funding to Support Bus Shelter Installations Across Norfolk from July 2025
Council discussed possibility of installing cycle racks near bus stops. Clir Burridge would like to
see a bus shelter near Thorpe Hall and then people could drive and park at the hall and catch a
bus into Norwich.

South Norfolk upgrade of Kynvett Green Playing field.

Council had received correspondence from South Norfolk’s Community Asset Management
Officer, advising they would like to upgrade the current play equipment on the South Norfolk
owned playing field. Chairman advised he would make contact with the officer to see what
South Norfolk’s long-term plans for the site are particularly with Local Government Reform in
the offing.

South Norfolk Armed Forces Covenant for Town & Parish Councils — A&FPC signed in March
2021.

Norfolk Police Quarterly Neighbourhood Policing Meeting

Norfolk Police Street Surgery 19" September, The Street by post box between 09:00 -10:30.
Barclays — Confirmation of mandate change — Removal of C Woods as a signatory.

South Norfolk Climate Change and Sustainability workshops

14) Date of next meeting — 16™ September 2025 — Thorpe Hall
Clir Tyree advised he would not be in attendance at the September meeting.
Meeting closed 21:20
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