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ASHWELLTHORPE AND FUNDENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting held Tuesday 21st October 2025 7:30pm                                                              
at Thorpe Hall, Ashwellthorpe 

 
Present: S Allen (Chair)  
J Ives (JI)  
S Tyree (ST) 
C Eastwood (CE) 

              District Cllr B McClenning  
 County Cllr Rowett 
            
 

It was agreed that J Ives would take the minutes in the absence of the clerk. 
              
  

1)To consider co-option onto the parish council  
Helen Edwards had shown an interest in joining the parish council and has been a resident for 12 
months. 
Helen was asked to leave the meeting whilst council discussed her appointment.  CE proposed and 
ST seconded.  All in favour 
Helen was duly appointed and asked to join the meeting. 

 

The P.C. was advised by the Chair that due to the non-attendance of the Clerk relevant documents 
which need to be completed by HE will be dealt with at the next meeting. 

 

2)Apologies. 
Apologies from R Moore  

 

3) Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda and Dispensations for Councillors with a Pecuniary 
Interest. 
None 
 

4) Public Open Forum 
a) Input from public.   

No public in attendance 
b) Report from District Councillor available on parish council website 
c) Report from County Councillor available on parish council website 

 
The Chair asked Cllr Rowett when the work on the Wymondham station access was to be 
completed and why was there according to the plans no access for wheelchair and disabled people 
to platform other than over the bridge. 
She couldn’t enlighten the P.C. but would try to find out for the next meeting 
 
Cllr McClenning explained that it was his understanding that the new pedestrian subway would 
enable large trucks to negotiate the bridge once the original pedestrian path is removed thus 
making the area wider. 
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There also followed a discussion as to why the NCC Highways had closed many roads (including the 
work on Thickthorn roundabout) for roadworks making Ashwellthorpe  the obvious  rat run  to get to 
Wymondham. No comment. 
 
The proposed public meetings in Ashwellthorpe on Friday for the proposed pylons and solar energy 
on Friday 24th at Thorpe Hall.  Advise everyone to attend as there were many issues to be discussed. 
 
Cllr Rowett was also concerned that the one mayor proposal after devolution could have possibly a 
negative affect as though the two counties (Norfolk and Suffolk) had a lot in common, areas such as 
highways may have problems. 
 

5) To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2025 
These were approved and will be signed at the next meeting. 
 
6)  To receive a report on matters arising from previous Minutes. 

a) Report on play equipment 
Chair gave a brief statement about the play equipment and advised the council to take 
the offer of inspection that the clerk had sourced of £90. 

b) Update on Trustees for Thorpe Hall 
To date there has been no updates from the trustees of Thorpe Hall. 
CE suggested that both he and ST should approach the Chair of the trustees and organise 
a meeting. The parish council are keen to understand who the appointed Trustees are, to 
ensure the Thorpe Hall website is updated and future meeting dates are known, so we 
may attend. 

 
7) Planning 

a) Applications commented on between meetings 
It was noted that, for the following application which had been discussed at the 
September meeting, in which further information was requested from the planning 
department the Clerk had consulted with the members of the council and had responded 
under delegated powers: 
2025/2325. Location: Former Post Office Stores, 94 The Street Ashwellthorpe. Proposal:  
Installation of Illuminated fascia sign. Application Type: Advertisement Consent. 
 
The chair read out the council’s response to the application. Appendix 1. 

 

8) Finance 
a) To note councils current financial standing. 

Community account balance at 30/09/2025 £12,352.77 
b) Payments. 

I. T Higlett – October Salary £378.64 
II. HMRC – period 7 £98.78 

III. Omache Gardens - £357.50 
IV. TT Jones – Service plan Apr-Dec 2025 £157.44 
V. J Ives – Planters £21.00 

VI. Npower -£62.81 
c) Receipts 

            South Norfolk 2nd half precept £6649.50 
d) 2026/27 budget/precept 
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It was decided that the Clerk/ Responsible Financial Officer would need to be in attendance and 
advise we should consider a separate meeting to discuss this. 
Members proposed a separate meeting and requested the clerk to advise on the next available date 
for such a meeting. 

 

9) Administration 

a) Training requirements for council 
ST was concerned that certain skills needed to ensure the effective running of the council. 
The Chair advised it would be important for the new councillor to have the training as soon as   
possible.  Clerk to advise on training availability, and if there are essential skills requirements,it 
was also suggested that the council may benefit from a skills matrix, for discussion with the 
clerk at the next meeting. 

 
10) Village – Maintenance and Highways 

a) South Norfolk Play area    

Knyvett Green play area maintenance.  Council are still awaiting on a  date as to when this will 
take place. 

b) Pond area – reduce vegetation. 
It was proposed to obtain three quotations from Omache Gardens and other grounds 
maintenance providers. Chair to oversee. 

c) Traffic calming measures ideas and costings. 
ST provided a report for members to read demonstrating the relative effectiveness of various 
traffic calming measures.  ST advised that proposals should be received from NCC Highways 
and provided to the parish council for consideration at the November meeting. The clerk 
would need to apply for grant funding through the parish partnership scheme in order for 
works to go ahead in 26-27. The chair asked the council to approve the purchase of new 
batteries for the SAMS which are £180 for two. 
 

11) Correspondence 
a) Correspondence regarding bus service in the village. 
b) SN Winter Pressures Grant 2025/26 

Duly noted 
ST advised the council that the work on the B113 from Wymondham at the Hethel works should be 
completed in the next 7-10 days and he would advise the P.C. 

 

12) Date of next meeting- 18th November 2025 at Thorpe Hall 

 

Meeting closed at 21:05 

 

 

Appendix 1. 

 

Ashwellthorpe and Fundenhall Parish Council have reviewed the application and would like to state 

the following. 

 

The site lies directly opposite residential dwellings. An illuminated sign operating outside the 

practice’s opening hours would cause disturbance.  Under the Town and Country Planning (Control of 

Advertisements) (England) Regulations 2007, 'the planning authority must determine applications in 

the interests of amenity and public safety. In this context, “amenity” includes the effect on visual 

character and on people living nearby.'  
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The National Planning Policy Framework (December 2024) (paragraph 136) also makes it  clear 'that 

advertisements should only be approved where they are acceptable in terms of amenity and public 

safety, taking into account cumulative impacts. Excessively bright or poorly shielded illumination 

would harm the quality and character of the local area.'  

 

Consideration should also be given to the safety of the public.  An illuminated sign facing the public 

highway, if overly bright or poorly designed, risks causing distraction to drivers, thereby compromising 

highway safety. 

 

While there is no objection in principle to the presence of a suitably designed sign at the dental 

practice, there is strong concern regarding the proposed illumination.    

 

Should South Norfolk approve the application the parish council would request the following to be 

included in the conditions. 

• Grant consent subject to strict conditions limiting brightness and restricting hours of 

illumination to the operational times of the dental practice,(which we understand to be 08:00 

and 18:00) in accordance with the principles of the Town and Country Planning (Control of 

Advertisements)2007 and paragraph 136 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 

This approach would allow appropriate business signage while safeguarding residential amenity, local 

character, and public safety. 

 

 

 

 


