District Councillors’ Report, Ashwellthorpe & Fundenhall Parish Council 16" Sept ‘25

Member Ward Grants
Member Ward Grants for 2025/26 are now available. Requests for support with small projects (typically up to £1,000
per project) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors.

Devolution & Local Government Reform

Consultations on the alternative proposals for Local Government Reform in Norfolk have now closed. Three
proposals are expected to be sent to Government in late September. Norfolk County Council is expected to propose
a single unitary authority, South Norfolk Council is expected to propose 2 unitary authorities and the remaining 2nd
tier councils (including Norwich, Broadland and Breckland) are expected to submit a proposal for 3 UAs. The
boundaries for the 3 unitary model are still not publicly known.

In Suffolk, there will be only two proposals. The County Council is proposing one unitary authority, while the 2nd tier
authorities are proposing 3 UAs centred on Ipswich, Bury St Edmunds and Lowestoft. South Norfolk Council has
scheduled a meeting to review its submission to Government on 24th September. Final submission is due in on 26
September 2025.

It has been confirmed that the Supplementary Voting system will be used for the Norfolk & Suffolk Mayoral elections
scheduled for 7™ May 2026. Under the Supplementary Voting system electors would get a second vote which will be
counted if no candidate gets 50% of the vote in the first round, and the electors first choice candidate is eliminated.
This is believed to be fairer than ‘first past the post’.

Solar Together

South Norfolk Council is promoting a solar panel group-buying scheme for local residents. The Solar Together
scheme offers solar panels with optional battery storage and EV charge points, as well as retrofit battery storage for
residents who have already invested in solar. Householders can register online without obligation via
https://solartogether.co.uk/south-norfolk/home by 17 October 2025.

Landscape Susceptibility Supplementary Planning Document

South Norfolk is under pressure from many energy infrastructure projects including solar farms, Battery storage
systems, converter stations and grid enhancement. The Council has opened a consultation on a new planning guide
designed to highlight site sensitivities, design and mitigation, helping applicants align proposals with national and
local planning frameworks while minimising adverse impacts on the landscape and local communities. This closed on
1°t September.

South Norfolk Village Clusters Housing Allocation Plan

The plan has now been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for independent examination. Further details will be
provided when known. Any questions about the examination process please contact Mrs Annette Feeney, the
independent Programme Officer at SNC on 07775 771026 or Annette.feeney@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk.

Tasway Solar Farm

Proposals are emerging for another large solar farm on the Southern edge of the ward. The Tasway Energy Park
would generate c700mW of electricity, around 40% more than the neighbouring East Pye proposal.

The park would run from Ashwellthorpe to Wacton. Further information can be found on:
https://taswayenergypark.co.uk/

There are serious concerns that South Norfolk is being ‘disproportionally targeted’ for several large projects, such as
Tasway Energy Park. Daniel EImer, leader of South Norfolk Council has stated that proposals that come forward work
for the residents of South Norfolk as well as everyone else.
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Ben Goldsborough, South Norfolk MP has issued a letter to residents throughout the area, stating, ‘1 am firmly
against the proposed Tasway Energy Park solar farm’. He has launched ‘No Way Tasway’ campaign and led a public
meeting in Ashwellthorpe on 23™ July: https://bengoldsborough.co.uk/no-way-tasway

East Pye Solar Farm

The East Pye Statutory consultation has closed. South Norfolk Council responded with a strong objection. The
Council response highlighted the cumulative impact of East Pye and other Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects (including Tasway) and the lack of adequate consideration of these on the district. The Council also
highlighted the inadequate communication and consultation.

‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update

The National Grid’s planning application was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 29™" August. The Planning
Inspectorate has 28 days to decide if all the required information has been provided and is to the right standard. If
the application is accepted, it will be published on the Planning Inspectorate website together with the consultation
timetable. For further information:
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020027

A47 Thickthorn Junction Upgrade

National Highways have appointed Skanska to upgrade the A47 Thickthorne junction. The £153m contract includes
construction of a new 1.6km free-flow link road, connecting the A11 northbound to the A47 eastbound via two new
underpasses. A second c.1km local link road will also be constructed, connecting Cantley Lane South with the B1172
Norwich Road. It will feature a modular bridge spanning the existing A11 and new free-flow link road to the A47. The
project includes two new junctions on the local road network, widen the existing slip road on the A47 westbound
and replacing an existing footbridge with a new one for walkers, cyclists and horse-riders. Information and latest
updates can be found at:

https://nationalhighways.co.uk/our-roads/east/a47-thickthorn-junction-near-norwich/

Lotus Site and Hethel Roundabout.

Following the announcement that Lotus would be cutting 550 jobs (over 40% of the workforce), Norfolk
County Council and South Norfolk Council have announced a comprehensive package of services for those
affected at Lotus and in its supply chain.

Your District Clirs have previously questioned the wisdom of spending large amounts of public money on a
new roundabout at Hethel at a time when the future of the Lotus site seems so uncertain. The Leader of
South Norfolk Council responded that the planned development would continue and he expressed
confidence that the site had a positive future ‘even if the worst thing happens’.

South Norfolk Litter Pick

Congratulations to Mulbarton Primary School and the Parish Councils of Flordon, Swardeston and Wreningham who
all participated in the South Norfolk Litter Pick and won £200 in the draw for entrants. All entrants received £20. In
total 56 organisations took part, and an estimated 4.7 tons of litter were collected across the district.

Bob McClenning, lan Spratt & Jim Webber

Councillor Contact Details
ClIr. Jim Webber jim.webber@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07394 323215
Cllr. lan Spratt ian.spratt@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07554 668337
Cllr. Bob McClenning bob.mcclenning@southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk 07769 030926
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